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The last subscription concert series of the 2007-2008 season 
sponsored by the Richard B. Salsbury Foundation is fast 
approaching and sure to be a big hit.  On Saturday, March 1st (8:00 
p.m.) and Sunday, March 2nd (3:00 p.m.) we will present “Salute 
to Ocala Breeders and the Appleton” where we will honor two of 
Ocala’s cultural icons.  The concert will be preceded by a cocktail 
party in the Horseman’s Lounge, and tickets for that event are 
available through the symphony office.   
 
This is a very special concert because we will also be presenting 
the winners of the 17th Annual Young Artist Competition as 
soloists with the orchestra.  The competition was hosted on 
Saturday, January 26th where twenty-one students from ten area 
Florida cities, Colorado and Virginia auditioned for a distinguished 
panel of judges to win the opportunity to solo with the orchestra 
and a $1,000 cash prize.  The young soloists were divided into 
“Junior” division with students ranging in age from 14 to 18 and 
the “Senior” division ages 18 to 25.  This year’s competition 
showcased extraordinary talent, which made it very difficult for the 
judges to decide upon the winners; after much deliberation the 
following students were selected:  
 

�  Jason Nong of Tampa, FL who competed on piano in the 
Junior Division and  

�  Wonkak Kim  of Tallahassee, FL who competed on 
clarinet in the Senior Division. 
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Many of you also enjoyed the Young Artist Competition Honors Recital on Sunday, 
January 27th at 3:00 p.m., where the Finalists of the competition performed their 
competition piece.  This recital is designed to give additional experience to the young 
artists through performing for a large and appreciative audience and as such can be 
considered part of their educational career in music.  The competition, Honors Recital 
and March concert series are all made possible by the Richard B. Salsbury Foundation.
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A part of our community! 
You may have seen or heard about an event coming to Ocala called KidFetti which will take place at the end of this 
month which will feature world renown children’s artists?  Well, in an effort to give back to the community the 
orchestra will be participating Saturday, February 23rd in the Family Activities Center.  We will present:     
 

“The Pied Piper” 
A Musical Journey Through The Orchestra 

Children are introduced to the magical “Pied Piper” who will lead them through the instrument sections of 
the symphony orchestra where they will experience the sights, sounds and roles of the instruments as well 
as the musicians that play them.  At their journey’s end on the main stage the children become a part of the 
orchestra themselves as the Piper teaches them how to play a short piece on professional recorders for 
their debut performance.  At the end of their concert the children are inducted into the CFSO Kids Society by 
Maestro Dr. James Plondke. The Piper, feeling so happy about the wonderful concert, sends the children 
home with their new instruments and booklets on how to play even more beautiful music so that they may 
continue their adventure and show off their new skill to their friends and families. 

 

 
Tee Off with the Maestro! 
The 4th Annual Maestro’s Classic Golf Tournament will take place on Sunday, April 20th, 2008 at the Ocala 
Municipal Golf Course at 3130 E. Silver Springs Blvd.  The tournament is a scramble that begins with lunch at 12:00 
p.m. and a shot-gun start at 1:00 p.m.  The fee is $85.00 per golfer which includes: Greens fees, cart, range balls, a 
full complimentary lunch, complimentary on-course beverages, 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place prizes for each winning team 
member, hole-in-one prizes on each par three, games, raffles, silent auction table, a ticket to the annual Fine Arts For 
Ocala Mother’s Day “Symphony Under the Stars” concert and much more.  Create your own team or we can assist 
you.  To sign-up simply fill out the enclosed form and send it back to the CFSO office. 

 
 
Celebrating the season! 
The CFSO Annual Meeting will take place in June 2008 where musical selections, food and entertainment will be 
provided. Current season ticket holders can elect members of the board of directors, sign up for tickets, ask questions, 
preview the season and have fun.  Look for the invitation in the mail. 

 
 
Music for Moms! 
The Fine Arts For Ocala “Symphony Under the Stars” concert will take place on the Ocala Municipal Golf 
Course Mother’s Day, May 11th at 7:00 PM.  Tickets are $15.00 for adults, $5.00 for children ages 6-12, and kids 
under 6 are free.  Tickets can be purchased at The Veranda Gallery and Tea Room, Macy’s, Ocala Golf Club, Yours 
Truly, Franck’s Pharmacy, and Carriage Trade.  Visit www.fafo.org for more info. 
 

 
Looking Ahead! 
Recently the CFSO Board of Directors came together for a strategic planning session to work on a long-term vision 
for the orchestra.  The meeting was very successful and generated some wonderful ideas and concepts for the future 
of the CFSO.   



 

New Directions! 
Even though the subscription season is coming to a close the CFSO Board of Directors and staff have been very 
busy preparing for the 2008-2009 concert series and events.  The dates for the subscription concerts and events 
are: 

 
1st Subscription Concert: (Opening Night):  

Saturday, October 18th & Sunday, October 19th, 2008 
 

2nd Subscription Concert: (Holiday Series):  
Saturday, December 13th & Sunday, December 14th, 2008 

 
Young Artist Competition Honors Recital Subscriber Perk: 

Sunday, January 24th, 2009 
 

3rd Subscription Concert: 
Saturday, February 21st & Sunday, February 22nd, 2009 

 
4th Subscription Concert:  

Saturday, April 4th & Sunday, April 5th, 2009 
 
 
To sign-up for the 2008-2009 season and reserve your seats, look for the program insert at the March 1st and 2nd 
concerts and check your mailboxes frequently!  Other dates in the season include: 
 

On Top Of The World Concert (Circle Square Cultural Center): Saturday, September 20th, 2008 
Symphony Under the Lights: Friday, December 12th, 2008 
Young Artist Competition: Saturday, January 24th, 2009 

FAFO Mother’s Day Symphony Under the Stars: Sunday, May 10th, 2009 

 
Giving Credit where Credit is due! 
A very special thank you to the Big Sun Chorus who performed at the “Symphony Under the Lights” sponsored 
by Dine Design (SKY Asian Fusion, Ipanema Brazilian Steakhouse, Dee Dee’s Dog House) event in December.  
Your performance helped make the evening special and a little smoother as the orchestra prepared for the 
concert.  Also, thank you to everyone who made the 2007 “Symphony Under the Lights” concert, Holiday 
concert series and reception and Young Artist Competition and Recital events possible.  Without your volunteer 
hours we would not be able to create the magic that happens at every event.   

 
Musical Musings, a glimpse into the history of Classical Music.   
 
 We begin this series with a hop into the time machine to understand the different eras of classical 
music from medieval times to the present.  Our first stop: The Ancient Greeks.  As creators of great art and 
great food it is not surprising that the Greeks are credited for the development of early music.  In fact 
Pythagoras, the great mathematician, was responsible for codifying music by creating an early tuning system 
known as Pythagorean tuning.  As a mathematician he was very interested in the relationship between numbers 
and music and believed that the music of his time could be improved.  As he studied he realized that notes could 
be translated into mathematical equations and quickly discovered that musical sounds were simply ratios of 
each other that could be categorized by their intervals and frequency relationships.  His system was based upon 
a stack of perfect fifths (intervals that are considered the most “stable” or to have the most simple pitch 
relationship) each tuned at the 3:2 ratio.  This system helped create the basis for Western Classical Music and its 
advances into our next stop: The Medieval period.   



 The Medieval period (476-1400) is where monophonic or Gregorian chant and polyphonic music were 
developed.  Monophony is simply melody without harmony (one voice or two voices duplicating the octave) 
and polyphony is two or more independent melodic lines sung/played simultaneously.  After the Medieval 
period came the Renaissance (1400-1600) characterized by the increased use of instrumentation and bass 
instruments.  The popular Baroque period (1600-1750) developed the use of complex tonal counterpoint (2 or 
more melodic lines that are independent and relate through rhythm) and basso continuo (or a bass line played 
over and over in a musical piece to create a harmonic structure).  Some composers of the Baroque period 
included: J.S. Bach, Handel, Scarlatti and Telemann.  The piano became the predominant instrument in the 
Classical Period (1750-1820) and produced composers such as: J.C. Bach, Haydn, Mozart and Beethoven all of 
whom advanced many aspects of musical notation to what is today.  Just in time for Valentine’s Day is the 
Romantic Period (1820-1910) characterized by the increased influence of music on cultural life, education, 
greater emotional ties and an attention to melody and rhythm.  Romantic composers included: Schubert, 
Mendelssohn, Chopin, Wagner, Tchaikovsky and Mahler to name a few.   
 Finally the Modern era (1920 - +) beginning with Impressionism dominated by the French and on into 
20th century music marked often by the rejection of common practice.  To conclude our brief tour as we exit the 
time machine I shall answer a common question: “Is Classical Music still being composed today?”  My answer 
is yes.  This can be proven in the number of educational institutions teaching music composition and very 
simply with the number of premiers of new masterworks and composition festivals held across the globe.  The 
methods of creating and reproducing the music may change but the everlasting impression music leaves upon 
one’s soul and in one’s memory remains the same. 
 
For further reading on Music History check out “A History of Western Music” by Donald J. Grout, Claude V. 
Palisca and J. Peter Burkholder    
        ~Dorothy Pitone 

 
Other Little Notes!  
SunTrust Banks has a special offer which will help CFSO. Basically, if you open a new checking or savings 
account with SunTrust, they will donate $100.00 to the charity of your choice, and we hope it would be CFSO! 
Please go to their website https://promotion.suntrust.com/mycause/  for details. 
 
All of the symphony’s activities are only possible with the support of our loyal patrons, sponsors, donors, Friends of the 
Symphony, guild, and many volunteers.  As an organization dedicated to live musical performance and our community, 
we want to hear from you to understand what music you enjoy, how to reach others who don’t know about us yet, and to 
balance it with good planning, management, and business sense. 
 
 To get involved with your symphony, keep on the lookout for changes to the website, newsletters, events, 
meetings and our printed materials.  If you would like to help, give us a call at the office and we’ll find the right place for 
you. 
 
        Sincerely yours for excellence in music, 
 
 
        Dorothy A. Pitone 
        General Manager 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please Remember the Central Florida Symphony Orchestra in your will.  
 

416 S.E. Fort King Street   Ocala, Fl 34471   (352) 351-1606   www.cfsymphony.com   cfso_assistant@yahoo.com   


