
2008-2009 Concert Sponsors 
“Symphony Under the Lights” Holiday Concert: 

Taylor Bean Foundation, Inc. 
Holiday Scenes from Stage & Screen December 2008: 

The Colonnades at On Top of the World 
Celtic Connection February 2009 

Funded in part by the Ocala/Marion County VCB www.OcalaMarion.com 
Earth, Wind, Fire… & Green April 2009: 
The Richard B. Salsbury Foundation  

 

2008-2009 Founding Sponsors 
Barrett, Liner & Company; Signature Brands, LLC; ClosetMaid Corp.; Wachovia; 
Regions Bank; Sun Trust Bank; Cox Communications; Bank of America; Lockheed 
Martin Corporation; Palm Chevrolet; Charles Schwab & Company; Time Customer 
Service; Hamlet Construction; Ocala Mediation, LLC; Embarq; Express Care of 
Belleview; Cone Distributing; Compass Bank; Publix Supermarkets Charities  
 

2008-2009 Friends of the Symphony 
Anonymous, Dr. & Mrs. John Bishop, Dr. & Mrs. John Bittl, Morris & Janet 
Dittman, Gerald & Venice Ann Ergle, Dr. & Mrs. John Galat, Mario & Annmarie 
Gatto, Mr. & Mrs. H.F. Hope, Dr. & Mrs. Mark Jank, Lt. Col. & Mrs. Edward H. 
Johnson Jr., James & Nancy Karlson, Dr. & Mrs. Sheldon Katanick, Mary Brent 
Kraus, Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Leon, Michael & Paulette Millhorn, William & Cindy 
Nassal, Dr. & Mrs. Asad Qamar, Dr. & Mrs. Paul Robertie, Mr. & Mrs. Scott 
Siemens, Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth L. Smith 
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Happy New Year!!!  As you already know 2008 was a year of 
many changes in our country and our world.  One of those changes 
was very close to home as we decided to amend our own name 
from the Central Florida Symphony Orchestra to the Ocala 
Symphony Orchestra to more accurately represent where we 
perform and work.  Since the switch, many local and regional 
businesses have taken notice and expressed their support through 
financial and in-kind gifts.  As we turn the corner, preparing for 
next season we hope to maintain and build upon that support 
during our next annual campaign in April 2009. 
 
Speaking of next season, we would like to know what you would 
like to hear from our very talented and diverse musicians.  You 
may have noticed that the October and December concert 
programs contained a loose leafed insert with a survey.  The survey 
has proven to be a very useful tool to find out what we can do to 
improve your symphonic experience.  We have been and will be 
reviewing the survey results after each concert weekend asking 
you different questions each time.  After all, without you, our 
audience, there would be no OSO!  So to help us find out your 
favorites take a bit of time to fill out the survey questions and add 
your requests to the comments section at the next presentations in 
February and April. 
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2009 Events At-A-Glance: 
Young Artist Competition Recital: 

Sunday, January 25th 3:00 PM 
Sponsored By:  

The Richard B. Salsbury Foundation 
Ocala Breeders’ Sales Auditorium 

Free for season ticket holders, $5.00 for 
guests.  General Admission 

 
Celtic Connection!: 

Saturday, February 21st 7:30 PM & 
Sunday, February 22nd 3:00 PM 
Ocala Breeders’ Sales Auditorium 

Funded in part by:  
Ocala/Marion County VCB 

www.OcalaMarion.com 
 

Earth, Wind, Fire…and Green!:  
Saturday, April 4th 7:30 PM & 

Sunday, April 5th 3:00 PM 
Ocala Breeders’ Sales Auditorium 

Sponsored By:  
The Richard B. Salsbury Foundation  

 
Symphony Under the Stars!: 

Sunday, May 10th 7:00 PM 
Presented By: Fine Arts For Ocala 

(352) 867-4788 For tickets & Info. 



The Thrill of Competition! 
On January 24th, 2009 we will be hosting the Eighteenth Annual Young Artist Competition where students ages 14 to 25 
will compete for the opportunity to debut as a soloist with the OSO on the April concert series, Earth, Wind, Fire and 
…Green, and a $1,000.00 award.  Applications have been swarming the office from across the country including Illinois, 
Georgia, Vermont, and of course Florida!  New this year, you will have the opportunity to participate in the live, public 
selection of the two winners from each age division as we present the Finalists in the Annual Young Artist Competition 
Honors Recital held on January 25th, 2009 at 3:00pm at the Ocala Breeders’ Sales Auditorium.  This event will give 
you a chance to be a part of the action as you witness the talent of each artist, the intensity of the judging panel, and of 
course the excitement of making your own prediction on who will win the competition!   If you are a season ticket holder, 
you already have your general admission ticket to this event that comes free as a subscriber perk in your package. If you 
have friends that would like to join you their tickets are only $5.00!!!  What a great deal to hear and support these up and 
coming artists as they compete together and wait for the exciting selection of the two winners at this public recital.   You 
won’t want to miss it because you never know who of these fine artists may become famous as they pursue their art into 
the future. 
*Please note all tickets to this one-time event are general admission  
 

 

 

An Irish Tune!   
February 21st and 22nd, 2009 will be to very exciting concerts for our orchestra as we host world renowned Irish Pianist, 
John O’Conor!  Through his recitals, concerto appearances and critically acclaimed recordings, the Irish pianist John 
O'Conor has earned a reputation as a masterful interpreter of the Classic and Early Romantic piano repertoires. He has 
been praised for his formidable technique and through his eloquent phrasing, mastery of keyboard colour, and in 
particular his unique sound he has been called a true Poet of the Piano. 
He has performed throughout the world with many of the world's leading orchestras including the London Symphony, 
Royal Philharmonic, Czech Philharmonic, Vienna Symphony, l'Orchestre National de France, the NHK Orchestra in 
Japan and the Atlanta, Cleveland, San Francisco, Dallas, Montreal and Detroit Symphonies in North America. He has 
given concerts in many of the world's most famous halls including Carnegie Hall and the Lincoln Center in New York, the 
Kennedy Center in Washington, the Wigmore Hall and South Bank Centre in London, the Musikverein in Vienna, the 
Dvorak Hall in Prague and the Bunka Kaikan in Tokyo. He enjoys collaborating in Lieder recitals and performing 
chamber music with many instrumentalists and ensembles such as the Cleveland, Tokyo, Vanbrugh, Vermeer, Takacs, 
Vogler and Ying Quartets. 
John O'Conor first gained widespread attention in the USA in 1986 with the release of the initial volume of the complete 
Beethoven Sonata cycle on the Telarc label which was issued as a box set in 1994. CD Review described Mr. O'Conor's 
performances as "piano recording of the highest calibre and Beethoven playing at its best". Mr. O'Conor has made more 
than 20 recordings for Telarc, including the complete Beethoven Bagatelles (which was cited by the New York Times as 
the best recordings of these works) and Mozart Concertos with Sir Charles Mackerras and the Scottish Chamber 
Orchestra. He has also recorded the complete Nocturnes, Sonatas and Concertos of the Irish Composer John Field. 
In 2007 and 2008 he recorded the complete Piano Concertos of Beethoven with the London Symphony Orchestra 
conducted by Andreas Delfs and these will be issued as a box set in 2009. 
Mr. O'Conor's early studies began in his native Dublin. He spent five years in Vienna studying with the renowned 
pedagogue Dieter Weber, winning 1st Prize at the International Beethoven Piano Competition in Vienna in 1973, and 
made a special study of Beethoven with the legendary German pianist Wilhelm Kempff. 
To learn more about Mr. O’Conor and his upcoming performances please visit www.johnoconor.com.  We will have 
several cd recordings by John O’Conor, including: “My Ireland”, a collection of his favorite Irish Airs with the Irish 
Chamber Orchestra, available for purchase at the February concerts and if you are lucky, he might just autograph your 
copy! 
��

New Faces! 
If you used or passed by the box office during the December concert weekend you may have noticed a new face behind 
the ticket table.  Her name is Diane Burns and she will be assisting the orchestra box office during concert weekends and 
will be helping to make our box office more efficient.  If you get the opportunity, please stop by the box office tables at 
the next concerts to say hello. 

 
 
 



Giving Credit where Credit is due! 
�  Thank you to the Ocala Breeders’ Sales Auditorium for allowing us to rehearse, perform, and host receptions in their 

wonderful facility.  Our performances take a great deal of their time and preparation and we are so thankful for their 
support. 

�  Thank you to everyone, and especially Dillard’s, that participated in the Symphony Shopping Sensation Fundraiser at 
Dillard’s on November 30th, 2008.  Dillard’s was so gracious in hosting us for the evening and helping us to raise 
money for our programs.  The event was complete with many tasty treats from our local restaurants, the OSO string 
quartet, Dillard’s employees dressed in elegant gowns and tuxedos, raffles for beautiful Dillard’s gift baskets and 
packages and of course amazing deals and savings on Dillard’s merchandise.  If you missed the event this year, your 
chance will soon come again as we plan to hold the event again next Holiday season. 

�  Thank you to everyone who shopped at Barnes and Noble in early December and presented their OSO vouchers at the 
registers in which a percentage of your purchase was donated by Barnes and Noble to the OSO adding up to a lovely 
contribution from the store. 

�  Thank you Mr. Bill Barr of Big! 92.9 FM for being the emcee for the “Symphony Under the Lights” Holiday concert 
on December 12th.  

�  Thank you to Girl Scout Troop #245 for volunteering during the Holiday concerts at the Ocala Breeders’ Sales 
Auditorium. 

�  Thank you to all of the volunteers who made the Holiday decorations and complimentary champagne toast for all 
patrons possible during the December concert series. 

�  Thank you to all audience members and patrons who donated money to the OSO during the “Symphony Under the 
Lights” concert and the Holiday Series at OBS. 

�  Thank you 98.5 KTK and 97.3 The SKY for helping us to advertise our Holiday Concert weekend.  
 

Photo Ops! 
--Morning Interviews on WOCA News Talk Radio 1370 AM 
The Board Members, volunteers, musicians and staff of the OSO are often invited 
to share news about upcoming orchestra special events and concerts on the AM 
Ocala Live segment of WOCA hosted by Larry Whitler from 7am to 9am 
Monday through Friday.  They have also featured our very own musicians, most 
recently, Mr. Craig Konicek on trumpet in Dec. playing holiday carols for the 
morning audience.  In the picture to the right you can see Sharon Jank and Judy 
Green, both OSO Board members in the studio with Mr. Whitler after their 
morning segment in November. 

--Symphony Under the Lights Friday, December 14th, 2008 Sponsored By: The Taylor Bean 
Foundation. The Annual Symphony Under the Lights concert was yet another wonderful evening on Ocala’s 
Historic Downtown Square.  The sponsor for the concert this year was the Taylor Bean Foundation, Inc. created 
to give employees of Taylor, Bean & Whitaker Mortgage Corp. a channel to collectively donate and thereby 
stimulate philanthropic action toward meeting the needs of local communities and for one another. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Orchestra view from tent during performance. 



 

Musical Musings What is Celtic music? 

Often the term ‘Celtic music’ is used loosely to describe the traditional music of the Celtic countries including Ireland, 
Scotland, Wales, Brittany, Galicia and the other areas that have come under their cultural influences.  In today’s world it 
is becoming increasingly difficult to differentiate the traditional music of these countries but those differences do still 
exist and are linked to the elaborate histories and developments of each culture.  In researching the topic I found that the 
word Ceolas is also used to describe what we call Celtic music.  Ceolas, pronounced with a hard “K” sound just like the 
word Celtic, itself is a combination of the Irish/Scottish Gaelic words Ceol (music) and Eolas (knowledge) further 
supporting the melding of the countries’ musical developments.  However, I also found several debates pointing out that 
the common characteristics of Celtic music are difficult for most scholars to list and then agree to.  The general consensus 
seems to be that what we call Celtic Music today developed along with the development of each country’s language and 
the nuances of those languages.  As new musical forms and patterns were shared among peoples of the world, the peoples 
of the ‘Celtic countries’ used and developed their own versions of those forms adding their unique tonalities, rhythmic 
patterns and harmonies to the songs all of which were influenced by their language.  In short, I do hope that you will enjoy 
Mr. O’Conor’s presentation of his favorite Celtic selections in February.  I know I will!  

 
Other Little Notes! 

All of the orchestra’s activities are only possible with the support of our loyal patrons, sponsors, donors, Friends of the 
Symphony, guild, and many volunteers.  As an organization dedicated to live musical performance and our community, 
we want to hear from you to understand what music you enjoy, how to reach others who don’t know about us yet, and to 
balance it with good planning, management, and business sense. 
 
To get involved with your orchestra, keep on the lookout for changes to the website, newsletters, events, meetings and our 
printed materials.  If you would like to help, give us a call at the office and we’ll find the right place for you. 
 
        Sincerely yours for excellence in music, 
 
 
         

Dorothy A. Pitone 
        General Manager 
 

 
 
 
 

Please Remember the Ocala Symphony Orchestra in your will.   
416 S.E. Fort King Street  Ocala, Fl 34471    (352) 351-1606    www.ocalasymphony.com    dpitone@ocalasymphony.com 
 

Reminders: 
Young Artist Competition Honors Recital: 

Sunday, January 25th 3:00 PM 
Sponsored By:  

The Richard B. Salsbury Foundation 
Ocala Breeders’ Sales Auditorium 

Free for season ticket holders, $5.00 for guests.  General Admission 
 
 
 

Celtic Connection!: 
Saturday, February 21st 7:30 PM &  

Sunday, February 22nd 3:00 PM 
Featuring John O’Conor on Piano 
Ocala Breeders’ Sales Auditorium 

Funded in part by:  
Ocala/Marion County VCB www.OcalaMarion.com 

 
 
 

 
Earth, Wind, Fire…and Green!:  

Saturday, April 4th 7:30 PM & Sunday, April 5th 3:00 PM 
Featuring the winners of the 18th Annual Young Artist Competition 

Ocala Breeders’ Sales Auditorium 
Sponsored By:  

The Richard B. Salsbury Foundation  
 
 
 

 
Symphony Under the Stars!: 

Sunday, May 10th 7:00 PM 
Presented By: Fine Arts For Ocala 

(352) 867-4788 For tickets & Info. 



 


